
 

 

Rebecca Tepper, Secretary        April 25, 2024 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)  
Attn: MEPA Office  
 
Alexander Strysky, MEPA Analyst for the Project  
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900  
Boston MA 02114  
 
Re:  Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)  
EEA No. 16654, L.G. Hanscom Field North Airfield Development  
  
Dear Secretary Tepper and Mr. Strysky:  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit public comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(DEIR) for the proposed North Airfield Development at L.G. Hanscom Field in Bedford, EEA No. 16654. 
We also extend our appreciation for the bold and ambitious climate goals you have set forth for our 
Commonwealth.  

We write to highlight a pressing environmental concern regarding the proposed North Airfield expansion 
at Hanscom Airport and its potential contradiction to the state’s climate objectives. The Draft 
Environmental Impact Report does not propose to include measurement or analysis of the full impact of 
greenhouse gases or ultrafine particulate matter (PM0.1) from aircraft operations departing from or 
arriving at Hanscom Airport.  

The proponents, Runway Realty Ventures LLC and North Airfield Ventures LLC, state that the DEIR will 
include “an air quality analysis consistent with the analyses presented in the Massport 2017 ESPR.” The 
proponents then state that “The 2017 ESPR analyzed six criteria pollutants that are regulated by the 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) set by the U.S. EPA and Massachusetts Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (MAAQS) set by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP). These six criteria pollutants, which include carbon monoxide (CO), lead (Pb), nitrogen oxides, 
ozone (O3), particulate matter [PM10 and PM2.5], and sulfur dioxide (SO2), are generated from aircraft 
operations and vehicular traffic.” And finally, the proponents state that “Aircraft operations emissions 
estimated for this analysis include emissions below the default 3,000-foot mixing height.”   

We respectfully request that greenhouse gas emissions (CO2e) and ultrafine particulate matter (PM0.1) be 
added to the list of criteria pollutants measured for aircraft operations. In addition, we request that a 
comprehensive and accurate Environmental Impact Review (EIR) include greenhouse gas emissions 
(CO2e) for the entire flight of aircraft operations departing from or arriving at Hanscom Airport, not just 
for the portion of the flight below 3,000 feet, which is typically only 1 minute of an average 100 minute 
flight time.  

Our towns have been diligently working hand-in-hand with the State government to achieve our 
greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. The Commonwealth should require that the full impact of 
aircraft operations resulting from the proposed North Airfield expansion be considered, as we believe 
those emissions directly contradict the climate goals of our towns, the Commonwealth, and the nation. 

 





 

 

CC:  
Edward C. Freni, Interim CEO, Massport 
Melissa Hoffer, Office of Climate Innovation and Resilience 
Senator Elizabeth Warren 
Senator Ed Markey 
Congresswoman Katherine M. Clark 
Congresswoman Lori Trahan 
Congressman Seth Moultan 
Sen. Michael J. Barrett 
Sen. Cindy F. Friedman 
Rep. Michelle L. Ciccolo 
Rep. Kenneth I. Gordon 
Rep. Alice H. Peisch 
Rep. Simon Cataldo 
Rep. Carmine L. Gentile 
Rep. Thomas M. Stanley 
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