
Lincoln Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes – April 27, 2016

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Peter Von Mertens, Jordan McCarron, Jim Henderson, Richard Selden

STAFF PRESENT:  Tom Gumbart, Angela Kearney

School Wetland Boardwalk Project Update. Buck Creel
Terry Green, science teacher, Josh Burgel, landscape architect, and Buck Creel, school finance director attended the 
meeting to offer an update on the school wetland boardwalk project. Buck Creel explained the original intent and layout 
of the ‘snake plan’, process of funding and subsequent study of soils, which showed that the non-bearing material was 
much deeper than anticipated and would require helical-pier footings. The added expense led to a revised ‘lollipop 
design’, which they hope to design, permit and build during the summer or winter of 2016.

WETLANDS FILINGS

7:45pm Notice of Intent. Vincent Mula. 7 Forester Rd (168-7-0)
Robert Bibbo represented Vincent Mula at two public hearings with a Notice of Intent and plans to construct a new, single-
family home and associated landscape features on a previously undeveloped lot. Approximately .5 acres of the property is 
in Lincoln, all of which is bordering vegetated wetland and buffer zone resource area. The remainder of the lot - and 
location for the new house, driveway and infrastructure - is in Waltham. All work will be located outside the 50-foot buffer 
zone resource area. The applicant will place a deed restriction and stone bounds as demarcated on the Plan of Land - 
Waltham/Lincoln, MA Showing Conservation Restriction Line dated May 11, 2016 to protect the inner 50-foot buffer zone 
resource area in perpetuity. In addition, two wooded areas at the edges of the property will be protected with 
construction fence throughout the project and preserved as naturally wooded areas in the deed restriction. Several trees 
will be removed and approximately 4069 square feet of buffer zone will be graded in order to provide a level area outside 
the walkout basement. Topsoil will be stockpiled outside the buffer zone and stormwater runoff will be captured and 
infiltrated into concrete drywells in Waltham. 

The Commission noted the proposed work. They were pleased that the house and infrastructure was proposed outside 
of the buffer zone resource area and that the applicant was willing to place a deed restriction on the property.  They 
asked the applicant to revise plan to protect two, wooded areas at the edges of the property and to reduce the overall 
grading from roughly 8000 to 4000 square feet. They also asked the applicant to have a tree specialist evaluate the trees 
in order to leave any large, healthy trees large trees near the limit of work boundary.

Members of the Commission & Department conducted a site visit on April 27, 2016.  Documents Reviewed During the 
Hearing: Notice of Intent Wetlands Submission Plan dated 4/5/16.

The Commission voted 4-0 to close the hearing. The Commission voted 4-0 to close the hearing. Tom Gumbart will 
communicate with the Conservation agent in Waltham.  At the next hearing, the Commission will review a revised plan 
and attached conditions with the following to be included:

 Pool shall be drained and or maintained (backwash, filter cleaning, etc.) offsite or outside the Buffer Zone,

 Limit of Work shall be moved to the 210 contour with an extension to the corner of the patio near the Town 
Line. Tree wells shall be incorporated along the contour line to protect specimen trees.

 The Deed restriction boundary shall extend along the 208 contour (also extended to the corner of the patio) 
with permanent bounds such as a stone wall or iron pins with pvc sleeves.

 Trees to be protected will be flagged in the field and added to the plan.

 Pervious pavers around the pool are recommended.

 Silt sock, black erosion control fence and construction fence up-slope.

8:15pm Request for Extension of OOC #203-814. Farrar Pond Associates & Solitude Lake Mgmt.
Fred Winchell and Harold McAleer, residents and members of the Farrar Pond Association and Dominic Meringolo of 
Solitude Lake Management attended the meeting to discuss the history, success and proposed treatments of invasive 
species in the pond. Mr. Meringolo stated that fanwart is currently their primary concern and they would like to 
continue with whole-pond treatments of slow-release pellets Sonar (florodone is the active ingredient). The treatment 
consists of a direct application with less than one part per billion at the surface of the water. In 2013 and 2015 Solitude 
Lake Management treated small portions of the pond for fanwart. They performed whole-pond treatments for Millfoil 
and other invasives previously, which were successfully controlled. Application rates have historically been the same.



Solitude Lake Management requested an extension of the existing Order of Conditions to treat the pond this season and 
agreed to file a new Notice of Intent for future treatments. The Commission voted 4-0 to issue an extension permit of 
the existing Order of Conditions until October 12th, allowing treatment of the pond through the 2016 season. The 
Commission will require a new Notice of Intent prior to the October 12th meeting with a complete historical summary 
and discussion of the draw-down and other vegetation management strategies. Prior to treatment, Farrar Pond 
Association will secure a permit by MA DEP and notify the public as required.

CONSERVATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Tom Gumbart attended a site visit to MassPort Airfield to look at trees to be removed. He offered an update on the 
MBTA RDA filing for WiFi poles along the tracks.

CONSERVATION PLANNER’S REPORT
Angela Kearney offered an update on OSRP Update Advisory Group which will have its first meeting on May 26th. She 
offered a brief update on the Lincoln Station Design Project, Wildlands & Woodlands Project and the Community Fair. 
She previously met with Dave Burke, wetland specialist and Anna Wilkins, Lincoln Land Conservation Trust to discuss a 
restoration plan for 61 Bedford Road, which is expected to be before the Commission on May 18th.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

 Sub-Committee & Liason Reports

o Farm Meadow – Plan for Agricultural Field-Edge Management

o Solar Meeting and Stewardship Sub-Committee Meeting

o Agricultural Sub-Committee Update

 New Commissioners: Six potential Commissioners attended the hearing.

 Other Reports & Announcements

ACTION ITEMS
 Issued Order of Condition permitting work to Zoltan Juhasz. 0 Lexington Rd (144-19-0)

 Issued Negative Determination of Applicability to Keolis Commuter Services

 Meeting minutes approved from April 6, 2016

 Bills Paid and Payroll Signed

Respectfully Submitted,
Angela Kearney, Conservation Planner


